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The contemporary political land cap i characterized by the increasing 
entanglement of high-stake legal cri and digital media dynamics. This 
paper investigates the pervasive rol of ocial media in shaping public narra­
tives surrounding high-ranking Mini ter held in custody. The detention of a 
key political figure immediately tran ition from a procedural legal matter into 
a "narrative war" ,fundamentally challenging political stability and the 
integrity of judicial processes. Social media platforms, marking the transition to 
the "fourth era" of political communication ,facilitate the rapid deployment 
of politically strategic framing techniques, including the use of victimhood 
rhetoric and intentional blame-shifting to discredit the jUdiciary a politically 
motivated. This analysis demonstrates how the decentralized structure of 
these platforms, combined with high affective polarization, amplifie coordinat­
ed inauthentic behavior (CIB) and misinformation. Crucially, this digital 
activism creates a dangerous feedback loop where public opinion pre ures law 
enforcement, potentially compromising judicial impartiality and eroding the 
fundamental legal principle of the presumption of innocence. The resulting 
conflict forces social media companies into the involuntary role of arbiters of 
politicall . t n ed for enhanced transparency and 
regulatory in titutions from digital manipu-
lation. 
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J{eY'vords: 

Social Media, Political Cri is: N~rrative Framing, Judicial Integrity, 
Content Moderation, Affective PolanzatIon. 

1. Introduction: 

The Politicization of egal Det ntion 

Th arr t r d tention of a high-ranking p litical fficial, uch a a it­
ting Mini ter r pr nt ne f the m t ignificant 11 rm of P litical cri is. 

uch an y nt i not merely a legal pr ceeding but a c n titutional or political 
chall nge that t t th lilnit of executive power the rule of law, and public 
a ountabilit . In th mod m context thi cri i unD Ids almo t exclu ively on 
ocial m dia platft nn , which have replaced traditional media as the primary 

arena for th c nt tation of legitimacy. The e platfonn transform the legal 
tatu of th accu d into a potent political symbol, immediately mobilLdng 
upport rand d tractors into opposing narrative camps. 

1.1. oot t and Crisis Definition: 

A mini terial custody case constitutes a high-stakes event that dramati­
ally elevates political polarization. It transfonns the digital sphere into a cri­
i communication "battlefront" where opposing political actors engage in 

inten e struggle to define the reality of the situation. The primary goal for the 
detained Minister's allies is to shift the public perception from one of legal 
accountability to one of political persecution or governmental overreach. 
Con ersely, opponents utilize the same platforms to demand tran parency and 
enforce accountability. The instantaneous, decentralized nature of ocial 
media ensures that this narrative framing occurs in real-time, oft n pr ding r 
o erriding established legal and judicial procedures . 

• 2. e earch Scope and Structure: 

This paper aims to provide a comprehensiv anal ~ i of th III hani III 

hich social media shapes, manages, and cont ts n, rrati ' ~ dUl ing ri :\ 
olving ministerial detention. The inquiry syst n1ati all 'lddr S "' i riti al 

: the conceptual understanding of social m dia; it OV 1"11' hing n I in 
IiItII"h~'!lI1 discourse; the reciprocal relationship b twc n digital platfonn and 
_l1c~!1 strategy; the specific methods used by politi al parti s t m nag th" e 

narratives; the ethical complexities facing the social nlcdia indu try; and, 
tral contr v y cl h between digital n~rra-

etl1lleal f01; ••• l"',GIII,:Droc:eSS. The analysis establIshes 

~~2025 
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· . . I" 1 actor with unprecedented tools for en . 
that oCIal medIa provIde po IHca. \vhich when amplified b al . SIS 

management through rhetorical framIng, d' t th t t . d' . t· dgonthrnic 
platform dynaInic , po c a dir ct and imme Ia e rea 0 JU ICla In epend_ 

ence and the pr unlpti 11 of inn cncC. 

2. onceptual oundation:" cial M dia an th ourth ra of P litical 

ommunication 

2.1. Definin th Di ital I t m · nd it ffor n 

ialnl dia 1 ignifie the transition to a "fourth er~" of po1itical 
communi ati 11. hara t riz d by a move a\ ay frOITI the centrahzed control of 
th traditi nal "t I yi i 11 age", Thi new digital ecosyst~m enable ~~rj/{)n_ 
taL de ntralized f; Inl f interaction, fundamentally altenng how pohtIcal 
m ag - ar nv yed and received. SM platforms, such a Facebook, TWitter 
(n \V 7. In tagraITI. and What App, grant individual , not solely large institu_ 
tional a tor-, the ability to reach vast audiences instantly. The audience itse1f 
po e ~ th PO\\' r to determine what gains vi ibility by choosing what con-
tent to hare. lik , or remix. 

Th t chnological affordance -the opportunitie for action enabled 
by the platform de ign -have profound con equence for political discourse. 
Th public i no longer a passive recipient of ne\, . they are active in consum­
ing and haring political content acro time and geographical boundaries in 
real-time, Thi decentralization, while inherently democratic in structure is 
the foundational element that hostile political actor exploit during high-stakes 
cnses. 

2.2. The Dual Role of Social Media in Political Discourse: 

The role of social media in contemporary political life is paradoxical, 
simultaneously enhancing and undermining established processes of political 
deli berati on. 

On the one hand, SM offers significant benefits to democratic engage­
men~. It provide~ ~ew avenues for civic participation, enabling real-time di -
cusslons and polItical debates. Furthennore, these platform have hi torically 
emp~wered m~rginalized communities, offering them a space to voice opinion 
and Interact With those who share their perspectives without traditional in titu­
tional co~p.ulsions. ~ ~r go~~rnments, SM can also enhance tran parency and 
accountablhty by providing CItizens with infonn t' b t t' d 

11 
. d' 1 a Ion a ou opera Ions an 

a oWing la ogue. 

----~~~----------------~ 130 LAWCQ CE OVEMBER 2025 

a~ Scanned with OKEN Scanner 



On th th r hand. th mp titiv natur 

D ot ali 2. · and olari d R pti i 

Th tru tur f ial m dia a p liti I. cri i narrativ par-
urr unding a ini t r in cu tody. Th hlft fr mat p-d wo 

ntraliz d mit a h rizontal d c ntralized on allow p puli t actor t 
bypa traditi nal j umali ti gat k eper and dir ctly ommunicate inflamma­
tory patti an m ag . Thi bypa ing m hani m i ritical b cau e it 
allo a politi al fa ti n to immediat ly define a 1 gal inY tigati n a a parti­
san atta th r b und rcutting th I gitimac of in titutional ch ck and bal­
an 

E i ting affi cti e polarization-th d p motional di lik between par-
ti an group -i not merely a backgr un n ition but a crucial accelerant 
for ri i ommunication. Rhetoric that tri thi - pr - i ting ideological 
di i ion i highly optimized for iralit ithin p I riz d clu ter. Therefore 
th u of a political party' cri i tr t ~ i ft n 1 dependent on pre-

nting a fa tual defen e of the d tain d ini t r and more dependent on it 
abili to trigger and mobilize clu t r d id logi al outrage. The medium' 
prefer nce for decentralized, pro 0 ati cont nt thu fundamentally dictat 
th p ed and extremity of the politi al re pon e to a legal crisis. 

· rat gic Inter ections: Politic Parties, and Crisis Mobilization 

.1. he eciprocal Relation hip between ocial Media and Politic : 

The interplay between ocial media and politic is hara t riz db , 
iprocal relationship where political communication mu t adh r t th 
edia logic" of the platform. The platform en ir nm nt favors a tor,-' vho 

~ ""'rtftll''''' a dramatized and discur ive repertoire, oft n rating t nsi n b t\ T • n 
nI'GIRl"Iol"'."· :o",'c blocks. This dynamic i leveraged by p puli t a tor "\ ho a. t~ve­

-". ..... ·"' .. t the audience's active role in content di mination to pr ad p htl ~l 

_Res and agendas. Furthermore, evidence suggc t t~at e po ure. to poht-
i.lDtessa2(~S through social networks, ~s~eci~lly wh~n d h cr. d .by ~n~;n~s, 

vely correlate with offline partICIpatIon and Increase v otlng In 
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narrati 

r lnp n nt f managing the e narrative involves actively 
1 a] ituati n. Partie mu t re pond to the organizational exi­

of th ri i b balancing authentic and trategic displays of leadership 
id nti na i...,ating a complex political land cape, and communicating in a 
mann r tha attemp to maintain tm t and confidence. When leaders struggle 
und r in n pr ure. they may be forced to correct retract, or clarify initial 

communi ation . 

3 .. Rh toricaI raming: ictimhood, capegoating, and Image Repair: 

In the context of a detained Mini ter successful crisis communication 
r Ii on rhetorical framing strategie designed to contest the dominant narra­
ti e of criminality. These strategie aim to delegitimize the legal proc 
it elf b redefining the problem: 

1.Diagno tic raming: 

Thi trategy focuses on problem identification and attributi n. Th 
political party hift the diagnostic focus away from th ini t r' all d 
crime and attributes the crisis to external, h tile £ r ,U h a .. p Iiti 1 pp-
nents or a compromised jUdiciary. 

2. Victim hood hetori: 

. Elites int~~t~onally ~ue feelin.g of vi timization in th Ina s publi . 
HIgh-profile polItIcIans faCIng legal I u hav uc full l' d rheto-
, h "W' h Y norma Ize 

nc suc as ItC Hunt" and" ake New " to del 't" . " . t th S gl Imlze any InvestIgatIon 
agalns em, upporters of detal'ned fi Co 19ure lrequently frame the arrest a an 

----~~~------~~~~---
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" and the leader a a "ho tage" of the y tern tran formi 1 ng egal pro ce-
'outrage d 1" 1 d . to a per onal an po ltiea martyr om. 

dure tIl 

R pair and Blam hifting: 
j.lfll3 

Parti ogag 111 

a
CC 

untabilit . hi 

pli it t ti t repair th 1 ader' . 
I hiltin 1 th I) t P Ii i~~alage and deflect 

d t h b 
pp nent b 

nut r y l'l i 1 in J i I' Y 
aCcu ing th m 
60n br u h a fla 
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miti nl 

uti 11.' 

cell ed 
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d fl ct 

ility. 

m nt ( ir Ii t 
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bates societal divi ion and deliberately erode public tru t in governmental 

and judicial in titution . 
The objective of IB i n t ncce . arily t .per u.ad~ opponcnts, but to 

shape the vi ibility and int rpretati n f tn~ ~n~a:\On wlth.tn pre-~xisting ideo_ 
. en· logical clu ter . vid nc ugg t that poittlclan and Journah t can be c 

tral source of di in~ nnation. In fa t g ermnent ag nclC them e1ve ha 
been r ported to u di in~ ll11ati n t hapc publi attitude in vari u coun~e 
trie. Th arr t fa p liti al pati ., cial mcdia chi f in India vcr a doc-

tor d vide of a pr min nt interi r ministcr highlights thc rcal-world conse­
quence of u ing fabri at d c ntent t framc the political crisi during electoral 
or I gal onfr ntati n. The campaigns oftcn latch onto breaking newS- lik 
an arr y I r mi information themes, thereby intensifying the con-

flict. 

4. thi of h 
edia Industry and Content Governance 

o r Platform Responsibility: 
4.1. h 

Th thi al re ponsibilities of the social media industry are intensely 

d bat d parti ularly when political narratives clash with factual integrity. The 
c ntral que tion revolves around how platforms should be viewed: as neutral 
te hnolog

ie 
that merely enable content publication or as content curators that 

b ar editorial re ponsibility? Early platform models emphasized a lack of 
ac ountability over c9ntent However, as platforms have evolved into pri-
mary news ources-with features like Twitter moments that function similarly 
to new media-their level of responsibility over the distributed content must 

necessarily increase. 
However, the sheer scale of modem platforms complicates comprehen-

sive editorial oversight. The estimated volume of content, such as 500 million 
tweets sent per day, makes it impossible to establish an editorial ystem akin to 
traditional journalism. This volume, combined with the profitabilit of 
engagement, places platform owners in an involuntary ethi al quandar during 

political crises. 
nting llarJJ1: 

4.2. The Content oderation Dil mma: r p h 

Online content moderation ~s often de~cribed m ral min fi Id, sp ciallY 
~hen tw? c~re values .confllct: upholdmg fre dom f pre i nand pr vent­
mg .t~e sl~lficant sOCietal harm caus~d by misinformati n. In high-profile 
political cnses, platforms are faced With difficult his rcgarding posts that 
may b~ prot~cted political speech but are also factually misleadin or incite 
collectIVe Violence. g 

------~~~~~------------------~ 
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· . Jul' tiol : 

n rom nt tt Inpt to addre content moderation practice 
n int m ti n 1 bodic mu t con ider the legal, ocial, and econom-

n qu n f ny pr po ed action. A particular challenge is en uring 
at r lati n d n t impo costs that mer ly entrench the market power 0 

in umb nt op rat r. L gi lation ceking to regulate the e platform , uch a 
pt to ontrol c nt nt moderation in Florida and Texas, have faced ignifi­
hall ng c nceming their compatibility with First Amendm nt prot _ 

p ch. 

a hallenge to Political overeignty: 

OV MB R2025 
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5. The ontrover thic , Due Proce and Judicial ompromi e 

5.1. The la h of arrative and the Pre umption of Innocence: 

The rno t acute controver Y gencrated by ocial media during mini teri­
al detention ca c i the fundaJnental conflict betwe n the digitally amplified 
political narrative and the requirclnent of judicial integrity. The legal y tern 
mandate that all defendant are pre Ulned innocent until proven guilty beyond 
a rea onable doubt. Ho\ ever, the iJnlnediate and wide pread di emination 
of pre-trial publicity and politically charged narrative via ocial media make 
thi prin iple e 'ceptionally difficult to uphold. 

Public opini n often fonned on the ba i of etnotional reactions to 
inc Inpl t or inaccurate viral content can di regard th need for valid evi­
denc and fair pr edure. Exten ive media coverage increa e the likelihood 
that jur r ar expo ed to relevant pre-trial publicity, potentially inhibiting them 
fr rn i wing the fact of the matter objectively. 

Judicial 

Prin ipJe 

Pre umption of 

Inn ence 

Judicial 

Impanlalit & 

Independen e 

ruth and 

I-a tual 

Integrity 

reedom of 

xpres ion 

Social Media on equence for High- Evidence 

hallengell\1echani m 

Pre-trial publicity; viral ont nt 

generating public judgm 

(emotional pini n 

"Nctiz 11 P \' r" driving 

political pres me campaign: 

virality dictating la ' 

enforcement prioritizati n. 

n tl ns inhibiting objective 

JU gment ~ disregard for fair 

procedure. 

Law enforcement agencies 

influenced by public opinion; 

c urt decisions potentially 

aligning with public sentiment 

over evidence. 

Ere ion of public tnIst in 

Disinformation, IB and use of official sources; courts forced 

doctored/fabricated content by 

high-Ie el political actor. 

to confront digitall_ 

manufactured reality in pre-

onfliet between protecting Platform acting as unwilling 

political peeeh and mitigating arhiter of truth, leadmg to 

severe harm from political ba kla hand 

misinformation. ae usations of censorship or 

bias. 

Source 

[7,34,35] 

[6,25.26] 

[27, ~ \ 

29] 

Table 2: The Clash of Digital Narratives and Judicial Principles 
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I! z. hnpact on Judicial Imparti I" 
-;]. a lty and L aw Enforcement Independence: 

The collective force of . 
" "fi . Soclal media 

zen power - .SIgni Ica~tly Impact the 'ud' ~ngagement-often tenned "neti-
"Tidespread vIral attentIon tend to .J IClal pr ces . Legal case that gain 
vY • r celve h . h 
enforcement. WhIle ocial media can ~l.g tened crutiny from law 
and transparency the pre ure generateJ~ lh:ely upp rt legal accountability 
independence of law enforcenlent . y VIral content can influence the 

. d' . I . agencle and Ie d t b' d . challenge JU ICla Impartiality. a 0 ta e perceptlons that 

Thi dynamic create a dan . 
publiC opinion i trongly mobilize~e\ous narrattve-legal fe~dback loop. When 
ured to make d ci ion th t r '. aw enforcement offiCials may feel pres­

adhering to bj ctive evid a
nc

: I;n with ?ublic sentiment rather than trictly 
c. t' . fl nd apphcable legal procedures. If law 

enl0rc m n 1 In u nced by th '. .' . d d d . . e e non-obJectlve pre sure pubhc trust In the 
III ep n enc an Integnty of th I I . ' . hIe ega system declInes. The ultimate conse-
quen I t at gal proceedings b b' . .. . . . . ecome un-o ~ectlve, nsking unfaIr or com-
proml " d d I Ion under public duress. 

5.3. a tud ynthesis: Ministerial Custody and Digital Mobilization 

Intcm~tional ca es involving high-profile political figures underscore 
the profound llnpact of social media mobilization: 

l.Indon ia' e-KTP Corruption a : 

Thi example clearly d mon trate ho\v public opinion, galvanized by 
ocial media ucce fully pre ured the government to take decisive action 

again t high-ranking tate official. Social media enhanced transparency and 
puhli participation. However, the accompanying risk was the potential for the 
judicial proce s to become unobjective due to emotional public opinion over-

riding idence-ba ed procedure. 

2.India political rrests: 

The arre t of a major opposition party's social media head over a doc­
red id 0 of a powerful Minist~r sho~cas~s the critical .r~le of fa?ricat.e~ con­
t in political crises. This inCident hlghhghts how pohtJcal partJe utJhze 

. i fonnation to frame the legal action, and how state authorities then 
RIIXlndl ith legal action against the digital mobilization itself, adding to the 

t',lRllI'Gen of cyber police. 

LAW CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 2025 
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3.Brazil ' Digital Outrag : 

The legal action again thigh-profile p litician uch a hou e arre t. 
have triggered rna i e digital and phy ical pr te t . upp rter . fueled b 
ocia! media, fralTIe the detention a an "outrage" and p litical pe ecuti n 

leading to rallie delTIanding "free peech" and fien e plicitly app aling to 
ext rna] political intervention. 

The trategi eaponization of judicial procedural flaw become a cen-
tral tactic for p litical faction defending a detained ini ter. ince court are 
gen rally unable to re trict pre freedom or public digital di cu ion due to 
c n titutional con traint , political partie rna -irniz thi vulnerability by 
dri ing public outrage. They aim to contaminate the legal atmo phere to uch 
an xt nt that the entire j udicial proce appear compromi ed by "netizen 
pow r". Thi trategy ensures that any eventual ruling again t the lnl ter i 
immediat ly del gitimized in the eye of their polarized upporter . making 
political urvival contingent upon winning the narrative, ar rather than the 
I gal battle. 

5.4. Ethical Constraints on Legal ctor: 

The intense scrutiny fostered by ocial media extend beyond the public 
perception of the defendant and affect key courtroom figures. Judge . attor­
neys, and prosecutors are often subjected to criticism and controversy regarding 
their professional conduct and personal social media use. This critici m an 
threaten their professional security and personal safety. 

Consequently, judicial ethics explicitly advise judge to be cautiou 
with political content, avoiding comments or sharing politically charg d p ~t~ 

that could imply partiality or damage the public perception of judicial impar­
tiality. In managing the severe consequences of mass media coyerage n t ir 
trial rights, courts typically rely on procedural mechanisms lik rig r u j ury 
selection and sequestration, rather than attempting the ncar-imp ibl ta k of 
restricting digital content dissemination. 

6. Conclusion and Future Implication 
6.1. Synthe i of inding: 

tody is fimdalJ_tiDr.: 
tive around Ministers in cus­

y destabilizing. Social media 
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ts 
as an accelerator, leveraging' h a

C 
In erent afi!' ., 

, ed affordances to rapidly deplo . . eehve polanzatlOn and deeentral-
tZ ' y ttatcglc oft '1 d' ' 

l
itical persecutton, The politic I fl. ' ' en tnl ca lng narrative of pO a laming of M'" " 

[rOlllleg
al 

accountability to victimho ~ . tnt ter s cu ·tody, plvotmg 
"ploit platfonn dynanlI'c d od rhet nc, IS a calculated tactic de igned 

to e~ an undenn' , ,. . . . ' 

rat
es a critical ethl'cal c t" Inc III tItutIonal Integrity. fhl process 

g
ene on I versy' tl d" 1 .' . , d' tl ' ' le IgIta a111plt ficatlon f partIsan nar-
atlves Irec y compromi e ~ u d t' I 1 . r 'f ' 11 a 1 11a gal pnnciple mo t notably the 
resumptIon 0 Innocence and J' ud' . 1 . d ' p. I la In ependence, creating a fcedback loop 

c ul' e 0 JU lIce, where publIc pre ure thr aten t per eI"t the f . , 

6.2. Recommendation for Mitigation: 

. Addre .ing the challenges posed by digitally mediated legal crises 
require a m~ltI-facet d approach targeting governmental, judicial, and techno-

logical domaIn : 

1. trength ning Judicial Integrity: 

Judicial ystems must develop proactive and formalized strategies to 
hield the legal process from external digital pressure. This includes reinforc­

ing strict ethical guidelines for court personnel regarding political content 
and enhancing the effectiveness of procedural safeguards, such as rigorous jury 

lection and where necessary, sequestration, to mitigate the effects of pre-trial 

publicity. 

MeA, .... ,.ulating political Disinformation: 

Given that domestic political actors and government agencie have b n 

'" .. "" ... ,1.1.,,"" as primary sources of disinformation , regulatory bodie mu t 
...... "~A mechanisms to enforce accountability for politically motivated digital 

__ ,.a.a""V~' especially those that attempt to discredit legal proceeding . 

allLSDCil1l2 Platform Transparency and Legitimacy: 

Platforms must move toward greater transparcn y r garding th algo­
t promote polarizing or crisis-related content. Furthenn n.:, plat­

l'lVC,roafic;e requires the implementation of consistent, transpar nt rule 
moderation that are developed with public input, ensuring they arc 
legitimate arbiters of harm mitigation when free sp ech conflicts 
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6.3. Limitation and Future I~esearch: 

While this paper establishes the structural mechanism of narrative war­
fare, future re carch should focu on the granular irnpact ( the e campaign. 

pccifically, 1110rC qualitative analysi i needed t quantify the actual influence 
of ordinated Inauthentic Beha ior on b lief fonnation )ltt ide f pre-existing 
ideological clusters. ' -urth nnorc, longitudinal tudic arc nece ary to eva]u­
ate the I ng-t nn effecti cn of judicial ethical 'uideline and c ntent modcr­
ati n policie ' in lniti luting th tructural r i< n )t in tituti nal tru t cau cd by 
high- take p liti al narrati n iall11 dia. he c 111plex dynamic of 
how technolo ical affordan care \ cap nized to attack the rule of law demand 
continuou ch lar1 attention t a~ guard delllocratic principle jn the digital 

age. 
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