
ILAK AHARASHTRA VIDYAPEETH 
Decla ed as a Deemed 0 be Unive sity Under Section 3 of UGC Act 1956 

Reaccredl ed by MC ith B 'Grade 

I SO 21001: 2018 Certification 

TV's Lokmanya Tilak Law College, Pune 

reP ceeding 
fi 

OAL c 
011 

C n titu ion 130th Amendment B·ll 2025 
, nd th Future of Indian Democracy: 

Ethic, La ,and Politics 
Vol:2 

LG Saturday. 8th 0 ember 2025 

IS8 0.: 978-81-967979-1-1 

Q; Scanned with OKEN Scanner 



) Bey nd Re ignation Politic: Buildin J 

a Mini tcrial Intcgrity YStC111 in India throll Jh 
South African nstitutional 0 si JI1 

.............. ............... 99 

on ti tuti nal P rd . an I 
ati h Dauud ' 

r ................. J 09 

- 0 eman c ........... . 
Mayuri hinde-Raut ........................ 11 

dia ~ Rol in haping Political 
arrati and hallenging Judicial Integrity 

during Mini trial Oet ntions ..................................... . 
Madhuri Dadage 
Pranav Patil ....................................... 128 

13 0 t ntion Democracy, and Development: 
A Political-Economy Analysis of India' 130th 

on titutional Amendment Bill (2025) ................. . 
Rohan Bavadekar 
Ashutosh N aik ................................... 145 

14) edia Trials vs. Rule of Law: 
The Risk of Public Prejudgment 

ini terial Custody Cases 
iddha Kulkarni-De hmukh 

Dr. hubhangi Bhaid ........................ 1 -

15) Politici ing Morality: A ocio- g 1 An ly is 
of Th 130th on titutional Am ndm nt ill, 2025 ................... . 

J I ...... ...............•.. ....... 185 

2025 

a~ Scanned with OKEN Scanner 



Beyond.Resig?ation Politi ': Building a Minist 'rial Int grity 
System In India throu h outh fri ~ n on .' titutionHI I) 'sign 

b tract 

I run" I ntH 
sSlstant PI fl;, or 

TM " L klnan ' Tilak Law olle TC, PUIll; 
22patilpranava)glnail.colll 

0- uth r 
Madhuri Dadage 
A i tant Profe or 

TMV Lokmanya Tilak Law College, Pune 
madhuritmv@gmail.com 

India' ministerial accountability largely relies on reactive lire ignation 
politic" and media scrutiny, lacking robust, proactive integrity enforcement 
mechanism. In contrast, South Africa's constitutional design, featuring in titu­
tions like the Public Protector, establishes a comprehensive framework for thi­
cal conduct and accountability. This paper undertakes a comparative analy i of 
these two models, identifying critical shortcomings in India's y tcrn and PI' -
posing a reform blueprint inspired by South Africa's constitutional thi 'r hi­
tecture to foster a more resilient and institutionalized mini terial int grit) ') -
tern in India. This approach aims to move beyond ad hoc rcacti n t thi '11 
breaches towards a preventive and systematically enforced r gio1 tt r lubli 

office holders. 

Introduction 

The discourse surrounding ministerial accountahilit III 111di '1 I 1I n 1 
converges on instances where public officials resign arnidst s an tal H illl 11 

public pressure, a phenomenon colloquially t nned "r signation lolltiLs." rhi 
reactive approach, pri 'ly by m di outrag and politi al p di n , 
often sidesteps th i t rity ntor~ ~nl nt and in tl;-
pendent oversight hi hlight· 'i signi licant 
integrity gap in Ind untability for rnin-
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he pr ailing m lei in In Ii' f 

marily u t u t in d p litjc~ I pre u 
than thr ugh the ti ti nrc Hie i 

1at iliza Z n e 2 17 , .. hi hen 

and th . 

accountability' m ran equ ncc f tIl" 1 ' bl' , cern, p 1tlca ynamlc an pu IC 

P r
ceptton than an ut me f)' nler ' l' , , , ' . ,nd In tltutl all/cd ethIcal ver Ight 

(I-hruta. 2 ] " u h a fram w rk Inheren ly pri ntl/' damage C ntr 1 and 
political UrvI al er c n i tent adherence to ethical tandards and tran parent 
go\' ~anc. on q~cntly thi reliance n ad h c, p litically charged reacti n 
contnbut to an cnVIr nment where mini terial c nduct is scrutini/cd po t-
fa to and oft n 1 ctively depending on the political capital of the Individual 
or arty in olved. 

Thi u ceptibility to political maneuvering often overshadows genuine 
on m r garding public integrity I ading to an erosion of faith in govem-

m otal proce e and a perception of impunity among certain officeholders, 
The con titutional provision governing the appointment and removal of minis­
t r in India primarily Article 75 and 164 further underscore thi empha i on 
political accountability, The article d lineate the Prime Mini ter' or Chi f 

ini ter' prerogative in forming and di olving cabinets, effectively placing 
mini terial tenure largely at the di cretion of the executive head and th coll -

ti e re ponsibility of th council to the legislature. 

However these con titutional provisions offer limit d pli it m ch -

nism for addre ' ing individual mini terial ethic.al brcach . i~d P n nt f th 
political leadership, thu perpetuating thc intcgnty gap. hi .tUh.r nt. tm tural 
characteri tic often conflate political accountability, whi h I pnmanl . n-

eemed 
. h I' t nd electoral mand t 'ith indi idual thl al 

WIt po ICY ou come a . , I d f d t d 
accountability which pertain to adherenc t tabli h n u han 

. ' , ' It ina g I rnan 1, nd ,p were 
probIty in public life. Thl conflatlon r u ( "1 'II f th t' , t n th ittlca WI xecu lve 

enforcement of probity i contlngen up b 'tating a hift 
. . 1" of law thcr Y n c 1 ( 

r than the ImpartIal app lcatlon " b 'dge the exi ting integrity 
.IR\1I1QI".~L'I· • • 1· d ' ht mechanl m t n In tltutlona lze over 19 d b th absence of a tatutory, inde-

int grity gap i further exacerbate Y c 
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de hould be en~ fCC ble th . 
cD 'd 1 U) h ' 1 C" ' 
beyond Inere gUl ance t tabli. h ' dr PCI attics {or non-c( rnplian(; loving 

1 fran) Wo f ' b')' o Stlll1 1 nt ace unt'l I Ity, 

Thi code w uld intr 
'nto mini terial ethi hiftin l~ r a le 11 e 01 
1 " I' d . cl a y rr ) In t h pohtlca JU gIn nt. hI ~ nl)' I' ~, 0 

mini terial b ha i r 11 blin IZ l~lon (tl I t'lliish cI ar b nchmarks ( )r 
, nIt nt "11 I ,t 

;t"I"e pectl fp liti 1 affiliat' ~,I'lll a cnl v'du'} Ion c n tct 
lJ' 1 n 1 publ " , 
Y 

t m ~ r the pr a ti e di 1 "I plnl n, I c mpl rncnt thiS, ~ 
ure f 11111 I tCII" 1 I I' b'l' . 1 ith regular au it 'uld 1 " a asset an la I Itle a ng 

uchdi c1 UI publi I nl n.ehansl<ucncyandd Ie illicit nrichmcnt. 
y a es tblc and r g Ir I d I Id rucial mechani tn £ r p bI' , u ar y up atc(, wou rve a a 

~ t grity f publi ffi u ~~ rutmy a~d, c untability buildin ' tru t in th 
tn uld ignift antI I b' I Y ~e.matt appr ach t financial tran parcncy 
W~h' " '1 Y ur pportunlhc ~ r c rrupti nand ilJicit financial gain 
WIt In mInI ten rank To h ' , ' . n ure t c mcchanl om arc n t mi u cd for 
pohtl al nd tt th reform bl' , , " uepnnt mu t In rporate ng rous procedural 
afl gu rd III ludIng a high thre hold C'. ..." ., , . lor InItIatIng Inv tlgatIon to prev nt 

frivolou InplaInt and a mult' b d .', . 
th b d fr 111 p rti an influcnc 

I-mem cr CI lon-makIng process to In ulatc 

Th mea ure coll ti 1 \ ul th gr undwork for a more 
obu t and in titutionaliz d mini t ri 1 int rit y t m in India, moving 

ond th limitation of rc ignati n p liti t ard a model grounded in con-
itutional thic and ind p nd nt right. Thi tran ition would fo ter great r 
ublic tm t in gov mance and tr ngth n d mocratic in titution by en uring 

mini t rial accountability i y t matic predictable and fair. uch a fram -
b mb dding thical c ndu t within a fonnal legal tructur ,would ig­

antly r due th arbitrary natur of accountability pre ntly b rv d in 

Th propo ed reform offi r a pathway D r India t mulat th tr ngth 
outh friea' con titutional de ign th r by cultivating a cultur f proa -
°nt grity rath r than reactive damag c ntr 1. hi c mpa:~tiv a~~roac,h 

rYe a a vital blu print for India to d vIp a r thent mInI t nal 
ty y t m root d in in titutional mechani m, rath r ,than the ,unpre-

· d of political pre ure and media crutmy. Ultlmat~ly, Im~lemcnt-

Id t nly el vate th standard of publIc ervIce but onn ou no 0 b' , , I' 
DWwti~~. oundational principle of Indian democracy Y In htuhona lZ-
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ing ethical governance, Thi t mati ap r h, t mini trial th' 
ensure accountability i, m t d out thr ,u h, t b II h, dIal and at . ~ould 

reducing rehanc on n atlonahz d In la narrat' 111 In I trat' proce ses, . ,lV Or ' lYe 

euvering. uch a tran formatIon uld lTIar 1 nificant ~anl an man .. paradlg 
from the curr nt infonnal and oft n me nit Ilt nf; r m nt of " llJ hift 

. . II b k d .r.. mml ter' I 
ethics to a structured con tltutlona - a IT m \ r. By emb . la . . . . . . . eddlQg 
accountability Ithln Ind p nd nt In tItUtJ n 1 Ifi d n nn I ,~ 

. . d d b I ndla ca 
en ure that mini terial condu t I JU g al tandard h n 

f l
·· 1 d . rat er 

than the volatil calculu 0 po Itlca p 1 

Thi hift ould not only anitiz publi 
force th con titutional morality that und rpin th 
exerci of x cuti power remain con i t n tl 
e t and th rul of law. The ucc ful r alizati n thi ,j ion howe~er 
hing on th political will to prioritiz in tituti naI int grity 0 cr pani an 
advantage necessitating a broad con nun th n n-n gotiable natureofeth­
ical governance in a mature d mocra . nl thr ugh uch a t adfa t col1lIIlit-
ment to in titutional refonn can Indi tr n nd th pr ailing culture ofresig-
nation politics and establi h a durabl int ram work that witffitands th 
pre sures of partisan conte tation. hi n uring commitment to structill 
integrity is essential for en uring that thi al g mance become a perman 
feature of the state rather than a tran i nt political convenience. It requir 
~ustained dedication to the principle that public office is a public tru t. deIll . ' 
109 that the architecture of accountability be insulated from the hifting ~an 
of political fortune to preserve the sanctity of the constitutional ord r. 

, , ~his foundational stability is indispensable for the long-t fill h alth 
IndIa s hb~~al democracy, ensuring that the vertical horiz ntaL and di goa 1 

:~:~~~b;:;~i:~~:~~:la~ed on the political 'uti ar m t throUgh 
(Khaitan 2020) B a?ISmS rather than ad h p Iiti aI n1, n u ' r~. l" 

. ' . y secunng the com " ' t (1[1t) 
~es against partisan captu th p IlJ n nd t nur f th tn e> d -I t' 
Interest that often unde:n ~ e t t n pr nt th fu i n f party n ~ at f 
independent referee in tit t

l? d m ti Ullt bilit h tabli'h~Cal d 
to en~ . U I n in ul t ~ . d d die' 

. ~rclng the rule th d' . JJ m p liti I ptur an 
admlnl~trative adju tIn nt but cr ~I ,i th r f; r not merely an be 
separatIon of a n htuti I . ing t 
that . powers an th I n Imp rati for pre ef\' r( 

contestIng I" ru 0 law h . ' eIl tl 
tho e h . po ItJcal parti dh . U In tituti nal insulatIon (011 

w 0 violate th r to d saIle 1 
the POlitical field e~, functioning a commo,n et of rules an efS 00 

_ (Val hnav, 2025) . n utral arbIters rather than pIa)' ~ eS tb 
. hIS tr c. de11Il 

ansl0nnation ultimately re- ./ 
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relationship between the tate and it CItIzen en uring that the cxerci c of 
executive power icon i tently tethered to the rule of law and the public inter­
e t rather than the whim of temp rary nlaj ritie. he realization of thi c n-
titutional itnperati require a deliberate hift fr In per nality-driven 

acc untability t y teln-dri en integrity \vhere the en~ rcement f ethical 
n rm i d p liti iz d thr ugh independent agcncic and per nnel dedicated to 

con tituti nal th (c ~ ilkagit et aI.. 2 24). 
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