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Editorial Note

It is with immense pride and academic commitment that we present
Volume 2 (Issues 1 & 2) of the SRMUH Law Review, centred on the theme
«Changing Facets of Criminal Jurisprudence in India with Special
Reference to New Criminal Laws.” This volume comes at a transforma-
tive time for the Indian legal system, as it witnesses the replacement of long-
standing colonial-era statutes with three new criminal codes—the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam. These legal reforms are not merely cosmetic substitutions but
reflect a paradigmatic shift towards indigenous jurisprudence, victim-cen-
tric justice, and procedural efficiency. The current issue, through its care-
fully curated selection of scholarly articles, critiques and analyses these
developments from diverse legal, procedural, comparative, and philosophical
perspectives.

The volume opens with a paper by Prof. (Dr.) Paramjit S. Jaswal and Dr.
Vijay Kumar Singh, titled “4 Review of Criminal Law Reforms in India:
Shaping the Future of Criminal Law in India.” This article critically evalu-
ates the socio-political and legal rationale behind India’s recent criminal law
overhaul. The authors provide a comprehensive historical account of procedural
developments while also engaging with the limitations of the adversarial sys-
tem and the significance of technological integration in achieving efficiency,
transparency, and accountability.

In the second paper, Prof. Mehraj Uddin Mir analyses “Reforms in Criminal
Procedure — Exploring the Main Features and Challenges.” The article
explores the trajectory of the criminal procedure code from its colonial ori-
gin to its current form, focusing on the new provisions introduced under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. Tt also scrutinizes systemic bottle-
necks such as investigation delays, low conviction rates, witness intimidation,

and custodial violations.

Dr. Sunil Dutt Chaturvedi in his piece “From Colonial Legacy to
Indigenous Jurisprudence: Evaluating the Transformation of Indian Criminal
Laws in the 2023 Reforms” examines the philosophical and jurisprudential
underpinnings of the shift from colonial codes to Indianised statutory frame-
works. The article emphasizes the infusion of constitutional values, indigenous
traditions, and technological modernity into the new legal architecture.

Prof. C. S. Patil contributes a significant article titled “Plea-Bargaining: A
Case for Rationalisation and Optimisation.” The author revisits the underuti-
lized mechanism of plea bargaining in the Indian criminal justice system and
proposes reforms that align with global standards. His analysis explores how
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1. INTRODUCTION

«Gold flows because it has value, but the paper money has
value because it circulates.”

Karl Max
Historically, it was financial institutions that pioneered novel technolo-
es in the financial sector.* However, there have been notable changes in the
raditional business sector as a result of the internet’s ubiquitous availability.
Alternative currencies may someday become feasible due to lower transaction

and information costs made possible by advancements in technology and pay-
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nent cryptocurrencies is another issue
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of significant interest to the distributed systems community, as well as to reg-
ulatory bodies worldwide.® All transactions involving cryptocurrencies must

adhere to the laws of the federal jurisdiction in which they are proposed. The
vididity and structure of cryptocurrency transactions must therefore be decided

by the financial regulators of different federal governments. Cryptoc.urrencies
ae a groundbreaking form of digital currency that has appeared 10 recent

years as a direct result of the increasing use of the internet.
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