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Q.1

Instructions: 1) All questions are compulsory.
2) Figures to the right indicate full marks.

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions

Possibly the most famous painting in the world, Mona Lisa is an oil painting by the artist
Leonardo da Vinci. It shows a woman with a mysterious smile in front of a misty,
mountainous landscape. Leonardo painted the Mona Lisa in Florence, Italy between 1503 and
1506. Unlike his other paintings, da Vinci did not sell it immediately but kept it with him at
all times. About ten years later he allowed the King of France, King Francois to buy the
masterpiece and display it in his castle. The Mona Lisa was passed down through the royal
line to King Louis. After the French Revolution it was displayed at the Louvre museum in
Paris, France. In 1800, the powerful ruler of the French army and government, Napoleon
Bonaparte, took it from the museum to hang it in his bedroom. When he lost his power the
Mona Lisa was returned to the Louvre. The Mona Lisa was well known but it was not until it
was stolen from the Louvre in 1911 that it achieved fame all over the world.

The painting was missing for two years until a man tried to sell it to an art dealer in Florence.
It was later discovered that the man once worked at the Louvre museum and had hidden it in
a broom closet after the museum closed and walked out with the painting. Throughout
history, the biggest question surrounding the painting has been and still is “Who was Mona
Lisa ?” Despite thorough research by the art historians, only theories can be offered. Some art
historians believe ‘Lisa’ was the wife of a wealthy silk dealer of Florence while others think it
was possibly his mother or a self- portrait of Leonardo da Vinci. In 1956 acid was thrown
onto the painting, damaging the lower section. Before the painting went on a tour to the
United States and Asia in 1962, it was insured for $100 million, entering the Guinness Book
of records for the most valuable painting ever to be insured. In 2005, infrared cameras were
able to see through da Vinci’s finished painting. Mona Lisa’s complexion has darkened and
the painting is losing its luster over time, but everyone who sees her is mesmerized by her
hypnotic smile. Her smile can now be seen on posters, postcards, coffee mugs and much
more. The Mona Lisa also finds her way into the story lines of many songs, films and books.
Today, the painting hangs in the Louvre Museum in an air-conditioned bullet proof glass
casing. It is viewed by about six million people every year.

Q1. Who painted Mona Lisa?
Q2. Describe the painting of Mona Lisa.

Q3. When and where was Mona Lisa painted?
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Q4. Who was the first person to buy the painting?

Q5. After the French Revolution where was the painting displayed?

Q6. When did Mona Lisa achieve fame all over the world?

Q7. What theories have been offered by the art historians about Mona Lisa?
Q8. Why did the painting enter the Guinness book of world records?

Q9. Where is the painting today?

Q10. How many people view the painting every year?

Give short -responses to the following (Any 5)

You are invited for a party but you cannot accept the invitation since you have another
appointment. How will you decline the invitation ?

You are at a party and get an urgent call, hence you have to leave. What expression will you
use to leave ?

Child marriage is a crime. Agree or Disagree with this statement with a valid reason.

“How do you do?” Write an appropriate response for the given expression.

Invite your boss for dinner.

You have to make an urgent call but have forgotten your mobile at home. How will you
request your colleague for his mobile?
You are attending a seminar. What expression will you use to introduce yourself ?

Write a brief dialogue on the situations given below.

You want to see off your brother at the railway station hence you cannot attend the last two
lectures in college. How will you take permission from your Principal ?

You wish to motivate your friend to participate in college events. Write a dialogue between
you and your friend as your friend is not so willing to participate.

Write a letter (Any One)
Write a letter to the HR Manager as an application for the post of General Manager in M/S
Touche Laminates Ltd.

You have purchased some goods from Amazon India via online shopping. However, when
the goods were delivered to you, it was in broken condition. Write a complaint letter to
Amazon India.

Write an Essay in about 300 words on (any one) of the topics given below:
Paperless offices

All that glitters is not gold

Rewrite the sentences referring to the brackets

Give the comparative and superlative form of “Intelligent’ is
(Intelligenter, Intelligentest/ More intelligent, Most intelligent)

The tallest boy in the classroom always on the back bench.
(sits/ was sit/ has sit/ have been sitting)
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3. Your logics are my understanding. (beneath/ beyond/ beside)

E

While women take care of the house hold work and the children, men worked in the
fields. (would/ shouldn’t/ mustn’t/ can’t)

She would have or she would be late. (hurried/ to hurry/ hurrying)
She quickly went upstairs her jacket and shoes. (to get, got, getting)
Rajeevis _ N.D.A. candidate. (a/an/the)
honest person finds it very difficult if they have to lie for any reason. (A/An/The)
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We even need some ropes in case we decide to go trekking. (must / should/couldn’t/
may)

10. In the past, the villagers used to depend on rain for agriculture. The farmers rise
early in the morning and go to their fields. (would/ can/ shouldn’t/ mustn’t)
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